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While I am watching a bird, whatever movement it may
make next belongs to the intent of my thought, even before
it occurs. It is what I intend to observe. But the special
change of posture or position does not enter into the con-
tent of my thought until it actually takes place under my
eyes. Hence each step in the process is synthetic as re-
gards content though analytic as regards intent This holds
generally for all predication which is not mere tautology.
If the predicate did not belong to the intent of its subject,
there would be nothing to connect it with this special
subject rather than with any other. If it already formed
part of the content there would be no advance and there-
fore no predication at all

From the same point of view, we may regard error as
being directly or indirectly a discrepancy between the
intent and content of cognitive consciousness.

. Sometimes the discrepancy lies in a latent assumption.
The initial question which determines the intent of thought
may itself be infected with error, as in the example of a
man setting out to find the square root of two. In such
cases it would seem that a man cannot reach truth
unless he finds something which he does not seek.
But the reason is that there is already a discrepancy
between intent and content in the very formulation
of his initial question. The man is interested in
formulating an answerable question, and he fails to
do so. Similarly wherever error occurs there is always
an express or implied discrepancy between intent and
content.

It follows that truth and error are essentially relative
to the interest of the subject. To put a question seriously
is to want to know the answer. A person cannot be right
or wrong without reference to some interest or purpose.
A man wanders about a town which is quite unfamiliar
without any definite aim except to pass the time. Just
in so far as he has no definite aim he cannot go astray.
He is equally right whether he takes a turn which leads
to the market-place or one which leads to the park. If
he wants to amuse himself by sight-seeing it may be a